                          MINUTES

           37TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

                                         of the

          MISKWABI AREA COTTAGERS’ ASSOCIATION

                              SATURDAY, JULY 16TH, 2011

President, Larry Holden, welcomed the 66 people in attendance at the meeting at 11:10 and promptly apologized for the lack of tents, which had been promised. He explained that the meeting would proceed as quickly as possible since the sun was so hot!

Directors Sandra Bishop, (Vice-President), Haden Heathcock (Water Quality) and Andy Mosher (Web Site Manager) sent their regrets. 

Director, Phil Wiseman reported that his Roads Committee had sent a report on the area roads in to Superintendent, Brian Nicholson. He commended Brian on the work that his crew had done on our roads and realized that there is not a lot of money in the budget for any major improvements. Phil thanked Karen Harding, Jack Van Roosmalen, Phyllis McCulloch and Nigel Hollings for their work on the committee.

Moe Welch outlined two upcoming events that he has planned as Special Events Director; a golf tournament will be held at 10:00 AM on Friday July 29th at Haliburton Highlands for all members who are able to attend and a Pontoon Party will be held on Lake Miskwabi for all members on Saturday August 20th. Those who have pontoon boats….. and those who don’t …. are asked to call Moe who will coordinate the party. A potluck lunch will be held on the boats in the middle of the lake after a cruise around Miskwabi and Long lakes. For more information, please check the web site (mymaca.net) or call Moe at 455-9371.

Treasurer, Virginia Vranckx then presented her report. She thanked previous Treasurer, Norm & Louise Fowler on the excellent shape they left the books in for her. The balance at year’s end was $6 799.41. A motion to receive was made by Norm Fowler and seconded by Kay Hubbard. After the passing of the motion, Virginia presented to the group the monies that had been received and spent thus far into 2011. She was thanked for presenting her first report in such an understandable format.

Director Mike Giza then gave a report on Invasive Species in the 4 area lakes stating that as of last Fall, we are free of any invasive species. He cautioned everyone about zebra mussels and the spiny water flee recommending that if boats were brought in to our lakes that they should first be washed down to eliminate unwanted species from entering. A question was asked about pike in our lakes; somehow they have been brought in as they are not a natural occurring species. The members were told that if they caught one, they should not throw it back. Mike then said that a new loon nest would be built for Miskwabi as the current one is 15 years old and is showing its age. Loon babies were reported on Wenona (2), Long and Miskwabi (2). Mike then concluded his report by saying that 12 members had already had one meeting to develop a Lake Plan for the 4 area lakes and another one is scheduled for Sunday July 17th at his place. The planning process is expected to take 4-5 years. Mike was thanked for all his preparatory work and his initiatives.

The elections for the Miskwabi Area Cottagers’ Association were then held. Former Secretary, Margaret Montague, was publically thanked for her years of service to the Association as she stated that she is not running for the Executive this year.

President Holden explained that members are elected to the Executive and then the Executive elects to the various positions. He explained that he is not running again, after 5 years as President but said that he will remain on the Executive as Past President. Larry stated that he had 5 goals when elected President and they were … (1) to get new postal boxes for the area; (2) to get high speed internet for the area; (3) to have the two Associations on Miskwabi to become one; (4) to erect a shelter for the AGM’s at the Airstrip and (5) to increase MACA’s membership, especially on Long Lake. Some success was achieved and some plans are still in process.

Member, Kay Hubbard stood and thanked President Holden, on behalf of the members for his work for the Association. Holden replied that it had been a pleasure meeting the members over the past 5 years.

The slate of Andy Mosher, Phil Wiseman, Moe Welch, Susan Rohricht and Phyllis McCulloch were presented. There were no nominations coming from the members and a motion by Karen Harding, seconded by Chris Rohricht, was passed. All were congratulated.

Holden reported that regrets at not being able to attend were received from Councillor, Dennis Casey.

Dale Walker, Executive Director from the Haliburton Highlands Hospital Services, was introduced and she proceeded to say that everyone knew where the Hospital is located but that no-one wants to visit it! She explained that HHHS is working in a surplus situation with a $20M budget. The current campaign, at a goal of $300 000.00, is to provide new x-ray machines. The Hospitals provide 11 000 x-rays a year and serve 30 000 emergency patients. She concluded by asking that if people were in a position to donate, it would be greatly appreciated. President Holden then stated that the Association has made quite a few donations in the past, as recently as a few months ago, and agrees whole heartedly with this worthwhile endeavor.  Dale was thanked for her time and her association with the Hospitals.

Reeve of Dysart and County Warden, Murray Fearrey was then introduced who stated that the Hazardous Waste Day for Dysart will be held on Saturday August 6th from 9:30 to 3:00 PM at the landfill site. 

The problem of fireworks on the area lakes is hard to police but it is becoming a real problem throughout the whole County. All property owners are asked to curtail fireworks over lakes as the chemicals entering the water are not conducive to maintaining our crystal clear waters. Also, the noise pollution is offensive to not only residents, but also to wildlife in the area.

Fearrey reported on high speed internet and said that $141M was earmarked for eastern Ontario, to be completed by 2014. The Haliburton area is to be completed by 2012. Many residents are having success with high speed with the Bell and Rogers Stick and Hub.

Fearrey also reported that a new tree bylaw will be forthcoming in order to maintain property values and to curtail the unnecessary cutting down of trees. Although it will be hard to “police”, a “snitch” line will probably be introduced.

He concluded by asking all members to vote carefully in the upcoming Provincial Election. During the Harris years, a number of items were downloaded onto Municipal budgets. The reality is that taxes were, and will continue to be, passed on to taxpayers at the local level. Haliburton County currently has more poverty that it has had in the 40 years that Fearrey has been involved in politics. He also stated that Haliburton County is one of the lowest taxed Counties in the Province. Vote carefully!!!

Reeve Fearrey stated that MACA had a long line of good Presidents stretching back to the days of Jerry Strickland.

Murray Fearrey was then thanked for making his 36th appearance at MACA’s AGM!

Larry Holden then reported that the amalgamation/merger of their association with the Miskwabi Lake North Cottagers Association (MLNCA) was finally past the legal “blockage” and that by this time next year, he expected that we will be one! The two associations are currently working together to combine bylaws and to do all that is necessary for the merger. The members of the MLNCA were invited to the MACA AGM and to MACA’s upcoming Wine & Cheese.

Holden reported that their membership numbers are down from previous years and challenged each person present to sign up one new member each for the coming … or present … year.

The manual by the Coalition of Haliburton Property Owners Association entitled, “Lake Stewards Handbook”, was presented and Holden read from a passage in it stating that the way of life on our lakes as we currently know it, is in jeopardy if we don’t start protecting the precious resources that we currently enjoy. The manual is available for any member that wishes to borrow it. It will also be used by the Lake Planning Committee.

The “Cottage Kit”, produced by the Township of Algonquin Highlands was shown. At a cost of $3.00 or 10 for $25.00, it is available for all property owners who rent out their cottage. It contains everything that a renter needs to maintain a clean cottage AND a clean environment. It is available at the Municipal Offices. It even has a landfill entry card.

The 2011 MACA sponsored Wine & Cheese will this year be held at the cottage of Kim Wilkinson and Mike Harrison on Saturday August 27th from 2:00 til 5:00 PM. More information for this adult’s only event can be found on the web site.

A draw for a Nature Clean basket of goodies valued at $150.00 was won by Louise and John Ewing.

A draw for two tickets for the Highlands Summer Festival was won by Lynn McCullogh.

A total of $137.00 was made from the two draws.

President Holden thanked Lois and Moe Welch for stepping in at the last moment and running the BBQ. They were ably helped by Nancy and Dave Luke.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 and everyone enjoyed the cool drinks and the hot burgers!

