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SPRING is here!    The ice went out of Miskwabi on Monday April 23 ADVANCE \u 4rd ADVANCE \d 4!  All of the pleasant thoughts we have of our area are now beginning to happen; the frogs are singing, the daffodils are poking through; the trilliums are showing green, the ducks are on the lake...and yes, the bugs are also beginning to appear! Well, we can't have it all! If you haven't already travelled to your “bit of paradise”, what's keeping you?

Schedule of Events
The attached schedule lists all the dates and times of this season's upcoming events. Please put it somewhere handy so you won't miss out on any of the fun.

Clean Up Weekend
As per the Schedule, we will be holding our Annual Clean Up on the Sunday of the long weekend in May. In fact, from now on, all future Clean Up dates in the Spring will be on the Sunday of the long weekend. You no longer have to wait, with baited breath, to find out when it will be!  Can you join us for a short hour and help keep our area clean and beautiful looking? We really can use your help. And if you have a high school student in the family, the time will count towards his/her volunteer time required by the school. Besides, you'll meet some really terrific people!

Loons' Nests   
When we are again boating for the first few times this year, please remember our beautiful lake loons are raising their family (families?). Please keep a safe distance away from them and their nests and reduce the speed of all watercraft. Did you know that Loons are an indicator of a healthy lake? Lets keep our loon population “up” and our waters enjoyable for us all.

Removal of Former Numbering System Signage  
Prior to the implementation of 9-1-1 we used our lot number signs to indicate to friends and to ambulances etc. where we were located. Many of these number signs remain in place, possibly causing confusion to Emergency Services personnel. A delay in response time may occur as a result of a caller using incorrect information, or as a result of misreading a numbered marker. The County is requesting that all former signage placed at your driveway or private road be removed immediately. By doing so, it will ensure that your property is clearly identifiable by emergency services personnel and will avoid any unnecessary delays in response time.  Questions? Call County 9-1-1 Clerk, Cathy Howe at 286-1333 or 1-866-886-8815  or email at chowe@county.haliburton.on.ca prior to removal.

9-1-1 Municipal Address Blade Maintenance  
In response to concerns by Emergency Services personnel, the County of Haliburton is reminding every property owner or occupant of their responsibility to ensure that both sides of their civic address sign are visible at all times and kept unobstructed by snow accumulation, vegetation, structures or any other screening. In addition, every property owner is responsible for the repair or the replacement of his/her civic address sign. 

Haliburton Home Show  
Mark the dates of Friday June 1 ADVANCE \u 4st ADVANCE \d 4, Saturday the 2 ADVANCE \u 4nd ADVANCE \d 4 and Sunday the 3 ADVANCE \u 4rd ADVANCE \d 4 on your calendar. The Home Show will once again be operating at the Haliburton Arena and Curling Club. Parking is free and admission is $2.00! Get all the information you need for those summer projects!

Summer Landfill Hours (May 1 ADVANCE \u 4st ADVANCE \d 4 to September 30 ADVANCE \u 4th ADVANCE \d 4)
Monday and Wednesday...closed

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday...8:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m.

Sunday & Holiday Mondays...10:00 a.m. To 6:00 p.m.

Hazardous Waste Days.....Sat. Aug. 11 ADVANCE \u 4th ADVANCE \d 4, 9:00 to 3:00 and Sat. Sept. 29th from 9:00 til 12:00. 

Recycling Bins may still be purchased from the Municipal Office in town for $5.00.

Advertising In The Newsletter  
Do you have something you wish to sell, give away or let people know about? We'll do it for free as long as you are a member of MACA. Our Newsletter comes out three times a year; January, May and October. To place something in it, call Larry Holden at 705-457-3125 or holdentwo@sympatico.ca . 

Welcome Package  
A Welcome Package consisting of a Newsletter, Calendar of Events, Cottager's Creed and a Welcome Letter is currently being developed by Director Andy Mosher. It will be distributed to all new property owners in our area. If we somehow miss someone, like a neighbour of yours, please let us know.

Good News!  
Trapper's Trail, from Highway #118 to just past Wenona Lake Road, will be hard topped again! Hopefully, this will occur before the end of June. In the interim, this stretch of road is in pretty bad shape, so please drive carefully on it! There are a lot of potholes and, at times, it is very “washboardy”!

More Good News!!  
After many phone calls and several meetings with the mail carriers, the Haliburton Canada Post Postmaster, a Canada Post Representative, the Roads Superintendent and Councillor Derek Knowles ... we have been given the go-ahead for new Community Mail Boxes at Trapper's Trail and Highway #118.  Cost of the new boxes and all the leveling, grading, ditching etc. that will be necessary, will be borne by Canada Post and the Roads Department budget. These will be constructed in association with the hard topping of Trapper's Trail in June. The current boxes leak, are rusting badly and are constantly being knocked over by vandals.

Invaders In Our Waters  
Aquatic invading species are a major and increasing threat to the health of Ontario's lakes, rivers and wetlands. Invaders such as the zebra mussel, spiny water flea and the round goby have had devastating effects on the ecology of lake ecosystems and had detrimental effects on recreational activities such as swimming, boating and angling. The Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources have produced a DVD entitled Invaders In Our Waters. This educational DVD contains a series of short videos outlining the invasive species threat and methods of prevention focusing specifically on recreational boating, use of live bait, water gardens and aquariums. To view this DVD, please borrow it from one of our Directors, listed below. It is well worth it!

Election Time!  
At the Annual Meeting on July 7 ADVANCE \u 4th ADVANCE \d 4 at the Airstrip, you will be asked to elect your Representatives for the next two year term. Below is the slate of Officers as recommended by your current elected Officials. Nominations will also be  accepted from the audience at the Annual. 

President............Larry Holden, Miskwabi Lake, 457-3125

Vice-President...Sandra Bishop, Negaunee Lake, 457-3803. (Surveys, Wine & Cheese, BBQ @ Annual)

Past President....Paul Culver, Miskwabi Lake, 457-9590

Treasurer...........Norm Fowler, Long Lake, 457-3581

Secretary............Marg Montague, Wenona Lake, 457-1277.  (Corn Roast)

Director..............Mike Giza, Miskwabi Lake, 457-9875. (Annual Clean Up, Loon Nests)

Director..............Andy Harjula, Long Lake, 277-1825. (Special Projects; Boy Scouts, “Shade” Project)

Director..............Haden Heathwood, Miskwabi Lake, 457-9012. (Water Quality Testing)

Director..............Andy Mosher, Miskwabi Lake, 457-1576. (Web Site..TBA)

Director..............Phil Wiseman, Long Lake, 457-9557. (Roads)  

We are also looking for more volunteers to cover the following responsibilities; 

Water Quality Testing on Wenona Lake.

Water Quality Testing on Long Lake.

Water Quality Testing on Negaunee Lake.

Volunteers to report on the status of some of our area roads.     

We will be asking again at the Annual Meeting.

“Get the Lead Out!”  

Lead tackle lost in waterways can threaten the health of our wildlife. Loons, swans, ducks and other wildlife are being poisoned by accidentally ingesting lead tackle during feeding, mistaking it for food or grit, or eating “the fish that got away” with lead tackle still attached to it. Once the lead enters the digestive system, the toxin breaks down and is absorbed into the body, affecting vital organs such as the kidneys, liver and brain. Sadly, a loon may die after ingesting just one lead sinker or lead-headed jig. Look for tackle labelled as “non-toxic”, “environmentally-friendly” or “lead-free” since lead tackle does not always specify “lead” on the packaging. Bait and tackle stores do not always want to offer a large choice in lead-free products because it takes away shelf space from the less costly lead based tackle which sells better due to its lower price.

Water Management Study of the Trent Severn Waterway  

Parks Canada has agreed to undertake a review of the Trent Severn waterway (TSW), and cottagers and other stakeholders are being asked to contribute their concerns and ideas. There are over 120 000 private properties along this system and many more on the 41 TSW reservoir lakes—like us! For more detailed information on the Trent System Waterway Management Study, and a fact sheet on the system, visit www.foca.on.ca and look under “News”.

MACA's Address  
 You may contact your Association by mailing Miskwabi Area Cottager's Association, Trapper's Trail, Comp. 225, RR#2, Haliburton, On, K0M 1S0. Or by emailing Larry Holden at holdentwo@sympatico.ca.

Did You Know?  
The population of Haliburton County has increased by 7%, slightly higher than the 6.6% provincial average. Dysart had the biggest jump at 12.2%! More people retiring to the area???

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT THE CLEAN UP, ANNUAL MEETING, CORN ROAST AND WINE & CHEESE!   
REMEMBER TO BRING SUNSCREEN TO THE ANNUAL MEETING!
